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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on April 22, 2004. These drawings (of Fig. 2) are 
approved. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 27 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
"system at at one preselected location" appears to be incorrect with the applicant's 
intended phrase being "system at one preselected location." Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fomn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1.3-9, 13, 14, 17-22, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by TAPP (US 5,816,687). 

3. Regarding Claims 1, 9. 13 and 14, TAPP provides a housing (10) for holding at 
least one light source (12), the housing having a front wall (18) with an exterior side 
(exterior side of 18) and an opposed interior side (interior side of 18); a first wall 
extending from the interior side/front wall (22); and at least one support element (36, 38 
and 40) for locating/supporting said at least one light source in the housing adjacent to 
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the interior side of the front wall (Fig. 2), the support element extending from the interior 
side of the front wall (Fig. 2). 

4. Regarding Claims 3, 17 and 24, TAPP provides a support element (36, 38 and 
40) comprising a tab (40) movable between an open position, in which said at least one 
light source is receivable on the tab (Fig. 2 illustrates the support in an open position for 
receiving a light source), and a closed position, in which the tab holds said at least one 
light source in the housing (Fig. 4 illustrates the support enclosed within a housing). 

5. Regarding Claims 4. 18 and 25, TAPP provides a second wall extending from the 
interior side of the front wall (20), the second wall being spaced apart from the first wall 
(22) a predetermined distance sufficient to permit said at least one light source to be 
received therebetween (Fig. 2). 

6. Regarding Claim 5 and 19, TAPP provides a substantially planar first wall (22, 
Fig. 2). 

7. Regarding Claim 6 and 20, TAPP provides a substantially planar second wall 
extending from the interior side of the front wall and positioned substantially parallel to 
the first wall (20, Fig. 2), the second wall being spaced apart from the first wall a 
predetermined distance sufficient to permit said at least one light source to be received 
therebetween (Fig. 2). 

8. Regarding Claim 7, TAPP provides a housing (10) for holding at least one light 
source (12), the housing having: a front wall (18) with an interior side (interior side of 18) 
and an opposed exterior side (exterior side of 18); a first wall extending from the interior 
side of the front wall (22); and a second wall extending from the interior side of the front 
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wall and spaced apart from the first wall a predetennlned distance sufficient to permit 
said at least one light source to be held in the housing between the first wall and the 
second wall (20, Fig. 2). 

9. Regarding Claim 8, TAPP provides at least one support element (36, 38 and 40) 
for locating said at least one light source (12) in the housing (Fig. 4), said at least one 
support element (36, 38 and 40) being movable between an open position (Fig. 2), in 
which said at least one light source is receivable between the support element and the 
first wall, and a closed position, in which the light source is secured in the housing by 
said at least one support element (Fig. 4). 

10. Regarding Claim 21, TAPP provides a decorative light system (10) adapted for 
attachment to a structure (Column 1 , Lines 8-9), the system having a front wall (1 8) with 
an exterior side (exterior side of 18) and an opposed interior side (interior side of 18); a 
first wall extending from the interior side (22); and at least one support element (36, 38 
and 40) for locating said the light source in the housing, the support element extending 
from the interior side of the front wall (Fig. 2), a plurality of fasteners for securing the 
first wall to the structure, the first wall being adapted to cooperate with said fasteners 
such that the first wall is thereby securable to the structure; the housing being 
positionable on the structure (Column 3, Line 59-Column 4, Line 3); and at least one 
light source (12) receivable on said at least one support element (36, 38 and 40), for 
providing light which is transmittable out of the housing (Fig. 1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over TAPP 

(US 5,816,687) as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of HASTINGS (US 

6,019,488). While TAPP discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 

disclose a light source that is a rope light. However, HASTINGS teaches a tubular light 

(18, Fig. 2) with a correspondingly shaped support clamp (16) for the purpose of 

facilitating alignment and engagement to the support clamp (Column 1 , Lines 20-23 and 

Column 2, Lines 55-64). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 

the time of invention to incorporate a tubular light and corresponding support clamp into 

TAPP in order to provide a lighting system that facilitates the alignment and installation 

of a light source. 

Claims 2, 10, 16, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over TAPP (US 5,816,687) as applied to Claims 1 , 9, 13, 21 and 25 
above, and further in view of SHAFFER (US 5,813,751). TAPP discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above, but does not disclose apertures or openings. SHAFFER 
teaches a plurality of apertures (52, Fig. 3) for the purpose of viewing the lights (61) that 
would othenA/ise be concealed (Column 3, Lines 45-50). It would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate the apertures (52) 
taught by SHAFFER into TAPP for the purpose of viewing light concealed behind the 
TAPP device. 

13. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over TAPP (US 5,816,687) as applied to Claim 9 above, and further in view of 
MAHONEY (US 4,566,141). TAPP discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but 
does not disclose a wall cut into segments. MAHONEY teaches a wall (10) having a 
channel (12) whereby portions of the channel can be removed at planned intervals so 
that said wall is bendable where said portions have been removed (Column 1 , Line 68 
through Column 2, Line 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to incorporate the teachings of MAHONEY into TAPP to pemiit 
bending of the housing. 

14. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over TAPP 
(US 5,816,687) as applied to Claim 13 above, and further in view of PRAZOFF (US 
6,379,190). TAPP discloses the claimed invention, but does not disclose an external 
source of electric current being supplied to said light source at a first end of the housing, 
having a plug being adapted to cooperate with another electric plug on an adjacent 
housing and light assembly to pemiit electric current to pass through the plug to the 
adjacent housing and light assembly. However, PRAZOFF teaches a ropelight 
connector adaptor (30) for securely connecting two ropelights (10 and 20) for the 
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purpose of facilitating attachment of a plurality of ropelights, ensuring electric 
. connection therebetween and to prevent a user from being shocked (Column 1, Lines 
48-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the connector system taught by PRAZOFF into the TAPP 
mounting system in order to facilitate electric connection between a plurality of tubular 
lamp members and permit electric current to pass from one housing to an adjacent 
housing. 

15. Claims 15 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over TAPP (US 5,816,687), which provides a plurality of housing portions (10) adapted 
for attachment to the structure, each said housing portion including: a front wall (1 8) 
with an exterior side (exterior side of 18, Fig. 2) and an opposed interior side (interior 
side of 18); a first wall extending from the interior side (22); at least one support element 
(36, 38 and 40) for locating the light source (12) in the housing, the support element 
extending from the interior side of the front wall (Fig. 2); securing the first wall at said at 
least one preselected location on the structure (Column 3, Line 59-Column 4, Line 3); 
inserting at least one light source in each said housing portion (Figs. 1-4); (d) securing 
said at least one light source with said at least one support element in each said 
housing portion (Figs. 1-4). TAPP does not explicitly provide electricity to the light 
source. However, it is known that electricity is required to allow a light to operate as 
intended. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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invention to provide electricity to the liglit source in TAPP for the light source (12) to 
operate. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

16. ROBERTS (US 4,600.975) provides a housing structure for light tubing. 

17. WALDMANN (US 6,447,141) provides a mounting bracket having a moveable 
support element for securely holding a tubular lamp member. 

1 8. HARBIN (US 6,572,239) provides a storage and display apparatus for decorative 
lights. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam C. Rehm whose telephone number is 
571 .272.8589. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571.272.2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ACR 

June 16, 2005 




